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on 26 Jan Ll al Fort Ord Californis the 727th Amp)
was activated as per G.0. 6, Fourth Arzy, Presidio of
10 Jan 12LL, under commard of ajor Frank R, licLavy.
17 officers and 156 enlisted men most of dom hed been
Armored Group persomnel pool.

From the time of activaticon unitil the wnit

wes assigned fillers to DI‘...II5 organization up i

of enlisted men assigned as fillers jeined the batizlion in th period ]
5 i ing or

3

lzy and vwere immediately POY quelifisd as oversea
been received,

The above PCH qualifications allowed ,"_i‘a"i;le or no azphibious training for
vhe bulk of the troops. A4 number of Cmeup Azphibious p’*OulE_:‘.S in oonjunction
with other Amphitis ~auzalz.o1ls were hzld under & vh 4
Cr uL"T)o Due o the smeld nuwbers of ITT's ave
preparabicn for oversses mov—:-:-.ent this batts
bo:'rg empioyed as combat troops.
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The bpavialion was sxtremsly

d.ssigne as illers, The gre
feir facilitated traini ng e

Su’.luen't.s who Joined the baltialion when tle
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On 2 June il the batielion moved to Camp Stoneman o swage Tor overseas
ﬁO"S"l”ntg After a 13 day stazing veriod the baitialicn boarded the [SAT iWillard
A. Eclbrook at the Oakland Naval Piler. The Willerd i, Holbrock left San Francisco
on 16 June Lh me_tcz.ng stops at ,_*c*rbae Bzy and “Jﬂchhc.'?‘eT] before arriving 2t our
destination, Hollandia, on 16 July Uk, \

g

TR On arrival in the SWPA the batialion was assigned to the Sizth irmy. Batizlion
'-;.'-“eu p bivouac on Twejeri Beach g.ndfm”eoazma Tor =zn inten siv rio
to commefice oh the errivel of the LVTis vhich were enroute on Iiberty ship
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On 22 July Ll Baitazlion reorgenizabtion orders mwers received smd ot indto
eXfects Compmy "A" was disbanded and its pe:‘sonnel Givided vebween "3k and uow
Companies. UC" Ceompany was then redisigneied 14" Company. Dus—te—the—dhrtied
spsce—far—Treinine on TW;&&&?&W‘% TIoR ESvea o TTERE T SeEch TwELve
;_';r""‘ * ‘%l—

The remzining sixty LVI's errived early in fLugust and the iraining schedule
r . occupied ell wasss personnels tine. Subjects stre seeg were individual, section,
= 'E

.'r‘ Dla LOOT and cou.oc.n}'/ driving, meintenance, gmmen:}an" commmicaticon. -
Tormation

On 25 tug l an instructicn team of o of_"ice“f*s and tuenty nine mex left
Tor aitape for purpdse of training ithe Cavalry Recon TFroop of the 32ad In? Div.
in the opera tion 1, Dain »enan‘ceJ nd c;«muucanian- system of IVT's. The school
lasted until 12 Oct when the g rago_r-ecz the battalion, )
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On L Sept il a2 second insiruction ieam Tas orgenis
-
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Ren Troop of the 2hth Inf Div, in use of I¥T!s. The fAen troop moved in an arez
adjacent to the battalion for this training. The schocol was operaued for
gpproyinately one month, [




A week after the battalion's reorganization verbal orders were received
from Commanding General Base "G" for the battalion to function as a shore
pattalion in unloading ships at Hollandia Docks, ILine companies "A® and "B
alternated each week so that esach company would have one week on the day
skift while the other company worked the night shift. The batitalion was
relieved of this detail on or about 12 Aug Lh. Due to the limited space for
training on Twejeri Beach the battalion moved to Tami Beach twelve miles away.

The remaining sixty LVT's arrived early in August and the training schedule
occupied all battalion persomnels iime. Subjects stressed were individual,
gection, platoon; and company formation driving, maintenance, guvnery, and
communication,

Cn 25 Aug hh an instructicn team of twe officers and tweniy nine men left
for Aitape for purpose of training the Cavalry Recon Troop of the 32nd Inf Div.
in the operation, maintenance, and commnication system of LVT's, The School
lasted until 12 Oct when the instructing team rejoined the batialicon.

On b Sept Ll 2 second ingtruction team was organized to train the Cavalry
Ren Troop of the 2hth Inf Div. in use of LVT''s. The Ren troop moved in an area
adjacent to the battalion for this training. The school was operated for
gpproximately one month.

On 26 Aug Ll while battalion was following daily schedule a C-47 carrying
stretcher patients made a forced landing inm the surf 2 mile to the South of the
Battalion areaz., Tractor crew composed of T/5 Walker; PFC Bova, and Pvh Sapp
immediately went to the rescue in an LVT and evacvated crew, Australian Nurse,
and patients, An atlempt to salvage C-U7 by IVT towing failed and the plane
submerged.

Intengive training of individuals, crews, sections, and platoons continued
until warning orders were received for the battalion's participation in the
Leyte Operation,

On 5 Sept the battalion (less "B'" Co) was alerted for the (King 2) operation.
B Company was relieved from assigmment to the Sixth Army and reassigned to the
Eighth Army effective 12 Oct 194h.

See "ANNEX A" "Historleal Report of Leyte Operation® for actlvztles of
Battalion (less "B" Co) during the above mentioned operation.

Company YE" embarked on LST's at Pie Beach, Hollandia on 10 Nov kit and
departed for Sanszpor. Shortly after "B' Companys arrival at Sansapor ths
company was relieved from zssigrment to Eighth Army and assigned to Sixth
Army for attachment to the 6th Inf Division. .

On 19 Nov the 6th Div placed four Officers and ome hundred and twenty five
erilisted men on temporary duby with "B" Co for purpose of training as LVT
operators. This provisional company received a month of intensive training so
as t0o be prepared to form a provisional batbalion under command of "B Company
Cormander for the impending Iuzon (Mike 1) operation., On 26 Dec L "B" Company
and newly trained company embarked on LST!'s for the Luzon operation.

See TAWNEX B's Letter of commendation for Commanding Gemeral 2hih Infantry
Bivision.
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See "AMEY Ct, Letter ¢f Commendabticn from Cormeniing 0fficer, 3hth
Pepimentel Combat Tean. ] ’
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» Dec iy the battalion (less "BY Co) was re
znd moved to Camdrus Point
Tuzon {(ifike 1) operation, A4t this staging area
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Battalion wson relsase of this batizlicn from ¥ Coros,
Live men cf "A" Company were illed and one ssriously cent
i

involving & P=L7 aircraft and a IVT in vhich the men were
I b o
1= 1™

. i .
Hames of those ki1l

Tlack, Arthur R. et 33707719
Turner, Barl T, . =n/5 3688600,
Davis, Adrian J. /5 38563043
Rawolak, Stephen Jr. n/5  330779L9
Ccolz, Thomas B, ooy 38L0L2E8
.
lame of man sericusly injured:
Yeyers, VWilliam A, Jr Sgt 3%3hL238

- i [SRTS » . P b - . - o~
Cn 2 Jan 1945 the battalicn [less Cowpeny "RY) enbarizd on iST's for
= [=)

Imzen (Mike 1) oneration.

Seeg MATIED D", "Historical wrerport &7 Luren operatism¥ for activiitiess of
riedinbmdetiied
the battalicn dring the opersticn,

LA = b . - o e
Letter of Cormendauidn rrom Commeniing G=

. See T"LIET B
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On 19 Yareh L5 the bat
Mo

movemend to secret destinat fellowing day HAN gnd ¥3
relisved of duties dnvelving the vilcadin

Hrzesion of Zase WIM, and

Impending move, Same day 3

on 1CT's for ths return fto th

On 20 Yarch LS orders were received from GG
to move frow Lingayen Gulf ito orotzi on Iiberty o
about 21 ilarch LS. Upon arrival ai Licrotai the batisileon was to pass to GOC
lst Australian Corp for operational control.

The battzlion moved te Wrnite Zeach, San Fabian cn 2L ¥Farch 45 and commence:
Ipeding on the two libverty ships provided. Shipping provwided for the move is
insufficient and necessitaies the battelion leaving & rezzr echezlon si-Tingaven
Gulf, The rear echelon consists of 3rd Plat “a" Company, Eesa ters section
of Hezdguariers and Service Company, and six LTT's and in
advenced party of two officers 1eff on 2k March L5 by zi
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The battalion (less rear echelon) left Lingayen Gulf on 27 March L5. After
an eight day trip the battalion arrived at Morotai. On 2L March 45, Battalion
Commander, Lb., Cols Frank R. Mclavy was transferred to Has 13th Armored Group.
Major Howard A Mahurin assumed command of the battalion,

Due to the shortage of Transporitation Corp personnel the battalion layed
in Morotali harbor for five days. It was bthen decided to have batialion persomrel
handle ships gear and do our own unloading., On 13 April LS the unloading was
completed without mishap.

The battalion set up in bivowac and started performing maintenance in
preparation for the Oboe I operation. The maintenance was considerable because
wear and tear suffered after nine weeks of unloading ships at Lingayern Gulf.

Lisiscon was established with the $th Ausiralian Division and on 19 Apr LS
the Provisional Company formed from persomnel of "A¥ and "BY Companies was
attached to the 26th Aust Inf Bde. LUT's were driven o the 2/43 Aust Inf Bn
area where the Australian assanlt troops, o be transported by LVI's, were
oriznted on the vehicles performance and capabilibies. The battalion also
dispatehed a gunnery team to the 2/43 Australian battalion for instruction
on vehicle weapons which are to bs manned by their troops. On 17 April kS
Batbtalion Field Order No. 1 was lssued and troops briefed. During the period

22, 23 April L5 the provisional company embarked on LST's.

See MANNEX E", “"Historical Report on Tayakan Operation™ (Oboe I) for the
activities of the Provisional Company dvuring the Oboe I operation,

On 25 April L5 the battalion rear echelon loaded on Liberty Ship USS John
E. Ward and saliled from Lingayen ilf three days later. They arrived at Moroctal
after a fifteen day journey.

With the arrival of the rear echelon on 13 May 45 and the return of the
Special Flatoon of "A"™ Co from Tarakan Island on 11 May L5 the battalion was
again intact.

Orders were received from the 9th Aust Division for the employment of the
battalion in the coming Oboe 6 operation. "A" Company was attached to the 20th
Aust Inf Bde. and "B" Company to the 2hth Aust Inf Bde. The brigades broughi
their troops and artillery equipment to ocur battalion area for LVT orientation
and practice in mounting and dismounting artillery weapons. %A" and "BY Companies
formed gunnery beams for the instruction of the four Australisn assault battazlions
assigned to man the LVT weapons. On 25 May L5 Battalion Field Order No 2 was
issused,; and the trocps briefed two days later., Embarkation of companies on IST!'s
tock place during the period 27 Msy to 31 May LS.

See "ANNEX G", "Historical Report of Brunei Bay Operation" {Obos 6) for the
activities of the battalion during this period.



